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The Examiner's attention is invited to the enclosed documents set forth on the 
accompanying form PTO-1449. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that the 
documents identified herein constitute prior art to the present apphcation. 

AppUcants respectfully request that the Examiner considers and make of record the 
documents cited herewith and that a copy of Form PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner and 
returned to the undersigned. 

Applicant asserts that each publication contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in the enclosed Supplementary European Search Report of 
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corresponding Japanese Application No. 02772905.2, not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. It is believed that no fee is required for entry of 

this paper. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any such fee, or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account 50-0320. 
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FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 

By: i)jJyf^UiA ^ iL. 

Tnomas J. Kowalski 
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